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Kenai Fjords 2009 Invitational Expedition

2 – 13 August 2009

Meet in Homer & drive to Seward to water taxi out
Advanced paddling at the BCU 3-4 star level, or ACA levels 3-4
Cost/paddler: $1700 + tax
This is a 4-5 star tour of the open coast of Kenai Fjords with forays into fjords as needed to camp and explore. You must have big water sea kayaking experience and multiple sea kayak camping trips or expeditions under your belt, and have a logbook showing your training and paddling history or equivalent. This trip is ideal for paddlers that have taken their BCU “new” 3 star sea kayak assessment or the old 4 star sea kayak award. And ACA equivalents great! If you’ve had BCU 5 star training, or the new BCU 4 Star Leader training course you’ll enjoy the trip as well, and will get to practice some leadership.

What to expect? Flexibility is the name of the game. On this expedition, we hope to travel the outer coast of the Kenai Peninsula on our terms. If we didn’t know so (too) much about the weather and sea conditions of the Outer Coast, we’d paint a glorifying picture of steep scenic cliffs, a lovely swell rising and falling, untold views of glaciers, and abundant wildlife; all of which is true. All of which is true except I can say that in 10 years of paddling the outer coast we’ve had our ears boxed by storms on 5 out of 6 of our 11 trips there. Having said that, we’ve also experienced stunning, calm, and beautiful conditions that are the sea paddlers dream; enough swell to feel the power of the North Pacific, and calm enough to fall asleep in your boat in open water; rafted up, of course. The North Pacific storms on the outer coast last 1-3 (rarely 5) days, are well predicted, and arrive on time to rip and tear at your camp, shred tents, and dump unfathomable quantities of rain in a short period of time. Imagine cockpits filling in 24hr with nylon cockpit covers on. Cool nights (40-50s) and warmish days (60’s) are possible, and colder wetter nights (40’s) and cooler (low 50’s) days are also. Prepare for sun and rain, you’ll be ready. Rubber boots, serious raingear, tarps and 4 season tents. Northern lights are a possible attraction by the end of the trip on a clear night.

What’s included? Sea kayak and gear (as needed, but not drysuits – see below) lodging before and after, water taxi to Kenai Fjords from Seward, leadership and instruction, emergency satellite telephone, gas to Seward, and any odd camp items needed we can provide if we have them, including tarps, etc. If you need a 4-season tent, ask, we can rent you one. 
What you provide: Personal Paddling and camping gear, food, dry bags, navigation gear, etc. plane fare to Alaska, transport to Homer and back, etc. Dry suits are available for rent if you don’t have one. We can help you price out the ground transport, etc. Just ask.

Sample Itinerary (w/ and w/o water taxi):
1 August – travel to Homer, B&B

2 August – pack in Homer, drive to Seward, B&B

3 Aug drive Seward + launch or take water taxi into the Fjords, camp

4 Aug Paddle Kenai Fjords Outer Coast, camp

5 Aug Paddle Kenai Fjords Outer Coast, camp

6 Aug Paddle Kenai Fjords Outer Coast, camp

7 Aug Paddle Kenai Fjords Outer Coast, camp

8 Aug Paddle Kenai Fjords Outer Coast, camp

9 Aug Paddle Kenai Fjords Outer Coast, camp

10 Aug Paddle Kenai Fjords Outer Coast, camp

11 Aug Paddle Kenai Fjords Outer Coast, camp

12 Aug Return to Seward, B&B

13 Aug Return to Anchorage, fly home or continued travel in Alaska.

Pre-requisites: You’ve paddled at the BCU 3 and 4 star level (or ACA level 3 and 4) for a while, and have done 3 or more multi-day sea kayaking trips, some in big water and open ocean conditions. Logbook and personal references, and/or completed successful assessments showing your training and paddling history.
Registration: Use online form or contact the Alaska Kayak School, (907) 235-2090, PO Box 3547, Homer, Alaska 99603, info@alaskakayakschool.com, (online registration).

Reservations: A completed registration form, terms and conditions form, confidential medical form, and a 50% deposit can establish your reservation. Balance is due 30-days before departure. For a copy of the refund policy, please contact us: (907) 235-2090 or info@alaskakayakschool.com

