Alaska Kayak School – Winter Weekends in Homer, 2009-2010
First Scheduled: October 31 & November 1 - Halloween Sea Kayak Weekend • Winter Sea Paddling Fun - Homer & Kachemak Bay
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Hi all you paddling fans and Alaska Kayak School students and Alums -

Halloween 2009 is the first in a series of winter paddling weekends that will be offered in Homer for Alaska Kayak School students that have taken outdoor courses and shown some interest, aptitude, and development of skills for sea kayaking in Alaska. Watch the AKS calendar and your emails for future winter paddling dates in Kachemak Bay. These programs are only possible because of the commitment you have made to quality paddling skills, your devotion to maintaining an awareness of cold water immersion, and the development of personal risk management styles consistent with modern sea kayaking safety principles. Hope you choose to let your fires burn for the fun to be had winter paddling with us in Homer.
What is it all about? Warm up to winter paddling !!
As you know, in Homer sea kayak students of the Alaska Kayak School paddle year round, and we have for the last 11 years. Our activities are well documented in our videos, published by KayakJournal.com, editions 1, 2, & 4, as well as on YouTube at watermama67's channel. These sea kayaking weekends offer a chance to paddle in Kachemak Bay, based on the Homer Spit. Days are short, and we'd be meeting around noon, selecting the best venue given the conditions and paddling as a group either Saturday and/or Sunday; if it blows easterly, we paddle on west side of the Spit, if it blows westerly, we paddle on the East side. If moderate weather and moderate winds are forecast, which is common, we can even do a night paddle, which is super fun. 
Fees
1) Instruction + kayak + dry suit and other accessories: $85/day* or $150* for the weekend
*Local sales taxes apply, 7.5% in Homer.

We can accommodate you if we have a dry suit and kayak in your size, please call or send in a registration form with your needs.

2) Instruction + kayak only (includes skirt, paddle, and PFD, helmet, etc. id needed): 
$70/day* & $130* weekend
*Local sales taxes apply. Please contact us to see if we have a kayak to suit you.

3) You have all your own gear **– $45/day*; $80* for the weekend

** Gear list - sea kayak with 2-3 bulkheads, waterproof compartments, deck lines, & surf toggles; dry suit, PFD, skirt, paddle, helmet, helmet liner, gloves, extra clothing in dry bags, warm clothing, etc. as per the BCU 3 star syllabus, contact us if you need more details here.
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What might you learn? Other than the fact that sea kayaking is year round fun in Homer ?
Winter clothing and paddling skills: paddling in wind & waves, paddling sea kayaks in moving water, possible introduction to surf, rough water paddling skills, towing, navigation, group dynamics and leadership and whatever presents itself in relation to the conditions. 
Halloween 2009. On this weekend we are building up to spring tides, and we're expecting an 18.7' high tide @ 1:30 PM on Saturday, and a 19.8' high tide @ 1:01 PM on Sunday November 1st. How? You might ask can the high tide on the afternoon of November first be earlier than the high tide on 31 October? Daylight savings ends at 2 AM on 1 November , "fall back". The skills you'd work on are in the realm of the BCU 3 star sea kayak award and the ACA level 3 Coastal Kayak Syllabus, check bcuna.com or americancanoe.org for these skill lists.
Winter 2009-2010 Paddling Schedule

Halloween Spring Tides
October 31, Saturday, mid-day tide High 18.72 ft. @ 1330 hrs.
Sunrise  925 hrs.     Sunset  1814 hrs.

November 1, Sunday, mid-day tide High 19.80 ft. @ 1300 hrs.
Sunrise  827 hrs.     Sunset 1711 hrs.
Thanksgiving Spring Tides
November 28, Saturday, mid-day tide High 16.90 ft. @ 1100 hrs.
Sunrise  932 hrs.     Sunset 1617 hrs.

November 29 Sunday, mid-day tide High 18.06 ft. @ 1142 hrs.
Sunrise  934 hrs.     Sunset 1615 hrs.

Pre-Christmas Spring Tides
December 19, Saturday, mid-day tide High 18.01 ft. @ 1544 hrs.
Sunrise  1002 hrs. Sunset  1605 hrs.
December 20, Sunday, mid-day (?) tide High 17.28 ft. @ 1622 hrs.
Sunrise   1003 hrs.  Sunset 1606 hrs.
10thAnnual New Year’s Day Paddle & New Year’s Spring Tides
January 1, Friday, , mid-day tide High 21.71’ @ 1426 hrs.
Sunrise 1003 hrs.  Sunset  1617 hrs.
January 2, Saturday, mid-day tide High 21.79’ @ 1514 hrs.
Sunrise 1003 hrs. Sunset 1618 hrs.

January 3, Sunday, mid-day tide High 21.79’ @ 1604 hrs.

Sunrise 1002 hrs. Sunset 1620 hrs

February Eve Spring Tides

January 30, Saturday, mid-day tide High 21.99’ @ 1418 hrs.
Sunrise 921 hrs.  Sunset 1720 hrs.
January 31, Sunday, mid-day tide High 22.26’ @ 1506 hrs.

Sunrise 1719 hrs.  Sunset 1620 hrs.
March Eve Spring Tides
Golden Gate Sea Kayak Symposium
San Francisco, California
26-28 February 2010

www.ggsks.com
Spring Equinox Tides 

March 20, Saturday, mid-day tide High 15.67’ @ 1822 hrs.

Sunrise 0808 hrs.  Sunset 2021 hrs.
March 21, Sunday, mid-day tide (?) 14.21’ @ 1912 hrs.
Sunrise 0805 hrs.  Sunset 2024 hrs. 

Easter Sunday Paddle
April 4, High tide 14.36’ @ 1936 hrs.

Last Winter Paddling Weekend of 2009-2010
April 17, Saturday, mid-day tide High 17.04’ @ 1730 hrs.
Sunrise 0645 hrs.  Sunset 2128 hrs.
April 17, Saturday, mid-day tide High 15.99’ @ 1816 hrs.

Sunrise 0642 hrs.  Sunset 2131 hrs.
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Tidal Play Spots on the Homer Spit. There are 2 tidal play spots on the Homer Spit, both are lagoons that fill on big tides and drain as the water drains following high water. If Poseidon and the Zephyrs cooperate there can be some nice (or nasty) surf conditions on the west side of the Homer Spit. When surf, even small surf, interacts with the falling tide streams, we get some fun standing breaking waves, great conditions to work on your sea kayaking skills. See KayakJournal.com no. 4 for the Beluga Slough tide race video, available from Penstock Productions, PO Box 7007, Asheville, NC 28802, penstock@mac.com.

Group size is limited to 6 participants. We have invited those of you we feel are up to this activity, if you have friends that have good skills, please run it past us first before inviting them, we've had some safety issues in the past with "friends" that were said to have the skills for our invitational weekends.

Car Pooling and Lodging. If you get together and car pool, plus consider using our kayaks (ask for the kayak only rental fee) and bring all your other gear (contact us for a list of stuff you need), you can drive down to Homer as teams in 1-2 vehicles to save on your carbon footprint. The Driftwood Inn has a big house with lots of rooms and creature comforts that rents for $285/night, it is centrally located and walking distance to all your needs (including the beach). They also have smaller rooms, reasonably priced. The Pioneer Inn has large rooms with bath and living room and kitchenettes for $50 !!/night.

If you can't make this weekend, we'll miss you. But don't worry, there will be more winter sea paddling weekend fun here at the Alaska Kayak School in Homer ... If you do want to come down for the Halloween Spring Tides, please send a registration form (see below) or call 235-2090 for more information.

Register online:  https://nitro.secsrv.net/~alaskaka/instruction/registration.htm
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Other Alaska Kayak School program news:

• Winter pool schedules for Homer, Service, & Soldotna are done, look for them on our website here: http://alaskakayakschool.com/calendar/index.html#winterpool
• Weekends in Halibut Cove in May already scheduled, stay tuned for the line up

• ACA Day Trip Leader Assessment Course, already scheduled for mid-May, stay tuned

• 2010 Kachemak Bay Immersion Sea Kayaking Skills Symposium scheduled for Memorial Day weekend in Halibut Cove, based on Right Beach, We’re leaving the industrial barge basin for good !!

• ACA Level 4 & 4 Coastal Kayak Training and Coastal Kayak Instructor Development Workshop
• BCU and ACA Level 3 and 3 star training weekends all summer of 2010 in Kachemak Bay
• Kachemak Bay 4-night/5-day instructional tours focusing on navigation & tidal planning are scheduled for spring tides each month of the summer.

Hope you can join us,

Tom 
PO Box 3547
Homer, Alaska 99603
AlaskaKayakSchool.com
(907) 235-2090
907.299.0061 cell

alaskakayakschool@gmail.com
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