Alaska Kayak School Winter Sea Kayaking z 1st Weekend Report
Halloween 2009, Kachemak Bay, Homer, Alaska
Surf & Open Water Training : October 31 and Noem 1
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Five paddlersAT A 41 1 O knAd upfdrithad vikeekiends fun, Poseidon and the
Zephyrs didthe their part. We hadsmallic 8 OOO0O& i1 3AO0OO0OO0AAUIK (
winds (variable 10 kts) and sunny conditions Even if at the outset it seemed the

32°F air temperatures would keep the fun factor down, we were wrongSmall

waves peeled off the sand/grael bar at the mouth of Beluga Slough, a favorite

traditional play spot, and fun was on the menu.
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Surf safety wave selection, timing, sterrrudder, low brace turns, edging in surf, and ]
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and applications of all the flatvater skills made for sore smile muscles all around.
Full cold water garb was required: dry suits and all the layers, neoprene gloves,
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but fabulously enjoyable.




All the paddlers pushed the envelopeand somehad a few wetter moments than

others, but thesurfing site lent itself to learning- easy swims and recoveries were
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On Saturday paddlers tackled wave after wave untll the tide changed and the waves
petered out a bit, but by then the fun quotient was so high, it was hard to dampen
the enthusiasm for sea kayak surfing, at least in this buncBet in position, take off,
drop in and glideall became habits.

The new surfers discovered that dropping in perpendicular tolte axis of the wave
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were big enough to makelte sea kayaks glide gloriously and serie surfers

rocketing toward the beach.



