
Alaska Kayak School Winter Sea Kayaking ɀ 1st Weekend Report  
Halloween 2009, Kachemak Bay, Homer, Alaska 

Surf  & Open Water Training : October 31 and November 1  

 
Five paddlers ÁÎÄ 4ÏÍ ÔÈÅ ȰÃÏÁÃÈȱ lined up for the weekends fun, Poseidon and the 
Zephyrs did the their part. We had small 1-ςȭ ÓÕÒÆ ÏÎ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ (ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÅÎȟ ÌÉÇÈÔ 
winds (variable 10 kts) and sunny conditions. Even if at the outset it seemed the 
32ºF air temperatures would keep the fun factor down, we were wrong. Small 
waves peeled off the sand/gravel bar at the mouth of Beluga Slough, a favorite 
traditional play spot, and fun was on the menu. 

 
Surf safety, wave selection, timing, stern-rudder, low brace turns, edging in surf, and 
ÇÏÏÄ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÇÅÎÄÁȢ 0ÁÄÄÌÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȰÌÉÎÅ-ÕÐȱȟ group awareness, 
and applications of all the flatwater skills made for sore smile muscles all around. 
Full cold water garb was required: dry suits and all the layers, neoprene gloves, 
ÈÅÌÍÅÔ ÌÉÎÅÒÓȟ ÈÅÌÍÅÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÆÅ× ȰÓÔÏÒÍ ÃÁÇÓȱ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ tolerable, 
but fabulously enjoyable. 

 



 
 All the paddlers pushed the envelope, and some had a few wetter moments than 
others, but the surfing site lent itself to learning - easy swims and recoveries were 
ÁÌÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎȢ /ÖÅÒ ÅÄÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ȰÔÏÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÐÁÄÄÌÅȱ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ 
ÁÄÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÄÄÌÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÏÔ ÏÖÅÒ ×ÅÔȟ ȬϹɊȢ 

 
On Saturday paddlers tackled wave after wave until the tide changed and the waves 
petered out a bit, but by then the fun quotient was so high, it was hard to dampen 
the enthusiasm for sea kayak surfing, at least in this bunch. Get in position, take off, 
drop in and glide all became habits. 

 
The new surfers discovered that dropping in perpendicular to the axis of the wave 
ÇÁÖÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÒÉÄÅÒÓ ×ÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÉÔȟ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ 7ÁÖÅÓ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÂÉÇȟ ÂÕÔ 
were big enough to make the sea kayaks glide gloriously and sent the surfers 
rocketing toward the beach. 


